Morning session speakers are a vital part of the VIP for a VIP program telling about their role and experiences at fatal teen accidents. Tell your story.  2 minute time allotment for each agency, 5 minutes for impact speaker. Please don’t ask interactive questions that engage to audience.  Below are comments often used by speakers.
Fire / Rescue (Initial care / extrication)
· We are usually first to arrive on the accident scene.
· Some accidents we just can’t fix – it’s just too late.
· We can’t describe the feeling of looking at a young person that we know has not or will not survive this accident.
· We do what we can, getting the patient out of the wreckage and begin medical care, and hope for a miracle.

· For the rest of the shift, this weighs on our minds – what could we have done different? 
· It’s just a shame that a whole life full of potential has been lost forever.

· If they could just see what we see…

EMS (Continuing care and transport)
· Arriving, we help with patient removal and start medical care for these accident victims and again we sometimes realize quickly that a life cannot be saved despite all our training and efforts.

· One of the hardest things we sometimes have to do while attending to a patient is answer their question “how is my friend?” Knowing the answer is that they didn’t make it, we just have to say “Lets take care of you for now”.
· Most of the time we can help our patients with their medical emergency and it really affects us deeply when we can’t change to outcome.

· A parent arriving on the scene, screams “please do something!, please, please do something!” This stays in our mind long after the incident is over.

Local Law  (Investigation)

· We investigate accidents and provide scene control and security.
· Looking at the accident scene, determining how it happened, often concludes with the thought that it was preventable and senseless, often the result of a simple, split-second moment of inattention.  
· Were they sending that quick text message, answering a phone call, changing the radio, looking for that CD, something in the floorboard, a glance to the back seat occupant, speeding, racing?

· Did they take that short drive home while impaired by alcohol, medicine, or drugs?
· What are the risks… loss of the vehicle, driving privileges, job?  All these can be replaced in time… the thing that can’t be replaced is you, or your friend, brother, etc.
· We had rather be behind you with blue lights today…than blue lights leading your funeral procession tomorrow.

NC Wildlife  (Recreation vehicles)

· Part of the work of the NC Wildlife Resources Commission is investigating accidents involving watercraft.

· While boats, Jet Skis, and ATV’s provide thrilling experiences, these vehicles can be deadly without good judgment and protective equipment. 

· We lose precious teens every year in senseless accidents.  

· These vehicles are usually unstable and don’t come equipped with seatbelts, airbags, or other safety equipment.
· Please be careful when operating these type vehicles… they can take your life in seconds. 

Highway Patrol  (Notification)
· Knocking on your parent’s door, holding up your license, and asking them if this is their son or daughter is a heart wrenching part of our job.  
· You can imagine their response.  All we can do is try to console them.
· That’s why we are here today – to tell you that your actions can cause life-long pain in lives of others – Your parents, your family, friends, and even the emergency responders. 

Parent  (Receives notification that changes their life forever)
· Wayne McNeil, father of Troy McNeil, who fell victim to a bad decision, tells the story of he and his wife being called to Cone Hospital where they were told of an accident involving their son Troy, who did not survive.  
· He describes how they were lead to the morgue to identify the body and the sound of the body bag being unzipped, and the image of his wife lying across their son’s body crying her heart out.  
· An empty chair is illuminated and Wayne tells how an empty chair at the dinner table reminds them daily of their loss.
